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It was important that the space be relatable to students.”
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The University of North Texas is a major public research institution deeply 
committed to advancing educational excellence and preparing students to 

become thoughtful, engaged citizens of the world. In any academic institution, 
it is important to foster an environment where students will learn and flourish. 
As the University of North Texas began renovation on Sage Hall, transforming 

it from an office building into the campus’ new Academic Success Center, 
Manager of Campus Planning, Facilities Planning, Design and Construction 
Thanh Kim Nguyen wanted to create an aesthetic that would both inspire 

students and please administrative officials.

The first phase of the renovation required flooring for communal work/study 
areas, classrooms and tutoring spaces, in addition to the connecting corridors. 

The school’s administration was looking to create a clean, open space with 
streamlined visuals that struck a balance between commercial and residential. 

“We wanted something contemporary that didn’t look overly commercial. It 
was important that the space be relatable to students. Because it was an open 

design for students to gather, either self-directed or with a tutor, acoustics were 
also a design consideration,” Nguyen said. 

From there, a combination of familiarity with Karndean Designflooring products 
and working with the area’s Karndean commercial sales representative led 
Nguyen to decide on Karndean LooseLay. “We knew we wanted something 

durable and with a thick profile for installation over our existing subfloors. After 
learning about Karndean LooseLay’s thicker profile and acoustic properties, 
and seeing the clean lines and texture within the collection, we decided this 

was the right product for the job.”



In addition to sleek visuals, Karndean LooseLay planks and tiles measure 4.5mm thick, 
not only meeting the need for a thick profile, but facilitating a quicker installation as 
they do not require a full-spread adhesive (although they can be fully-adhered to 
the subfloor). Karndean LooseLay can be carried throughout large spaces without 

the need for transition strips and its large-scale format shows less seams when 
compared with other types of flooring. Equipped with a commercial 20mil wear layer, 
these planks and tiles will undoubtedly withstand the heavy foot traffic throughout the 

hallways and classrooms.

To fit the contemporary theme of the space, Nguyen selected Colorado, a Karndean 
LooseLay concrete-look tile, for the classroom areas and three colors from the 
LooseLay Longboard range to be laid in a random herringbone pattern in the 

corridors. Nguyen worked with the contractor to determine the “random” lay pattern, 
and went with a 40/30/30 split mix overall. 

Phase one of the project was completed in Spring 2018 and left the administration 
“very impressed with the final result.” In fact, there are plans to lay Karndean 

Designflooring throughout additional floors of the building as well. 

View examples of previous case studies here
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Client:

University of North Texas

Area:

18,700 sq ft

Products:

Raven Oak LLP302
Pearl Oak LLP306

French Grey Oak LLP308
Colorado LLT201

Location:

Denton, Texas

Designer:

Thanh Kim Nguyen 

Education

Karndean
LooseLay
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Karndean LooseLay
Thickness: 0.18” (4.5mm)

Wear Layer: 20 mil (0.5mm)

Bevel: No

Warranty: 15 Years

Acoustic Impact Noise Reduction/Result:

ASTM E217-09 - IIC = 16 dB 
ASTM E492-09 - IIC = 56 dB (6” concrete slab w/drop ceiling)

Slip Resistance/Result:

ASTM D2407 - Pass (Dry 0.92)

View the full technical data sheet

Products Specified 

Products: Raven Oak LLP302 | Pearl Oak LLP306 | French Grey Oak LLP308 | Colorado LLT201 

Karndean
LooseLay
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Raven Oak LLP302 Pearl Oak LLP306

French Grey Oak LLP308 Colorado LLT201
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Get the look

Create the same look as the University of North Texas for your space.  
We have a variety of products to match within our ranges, featuring multiple installation methods.

Burnet
CER19

Thickness: 1/8” (3mm)

Wear Layer: 30 mil (0.7mm)

Bevel: Standard

Size: 12” x 18” (457mm x 305mm)

Installation Method: Gluedown

Warranty: 20 Years

Slip Resistance/Result: 

ASTM D2047 - Pass (Dry 0.92)

Weathered Elm
WP511

Thickness: 3/32” (2.5mm)

Wear Layer: 20 mil (0.5mm)

Bevel: Micro

Size: 36” x 6” (915mm x 152mm)

Installation Method: Gluedown

Warranty: 15 Years

Slip Resistance/Result: 

ASTM D2047 - Pass (Dry 0.89)

Grey Oiled Oak
RCP6541

Thickness: 1/4” (6.5mm)

Wear Layer: 20 mil (0.5mm)

Bevel: Micro

Size: 48” x 7” (1420mm x 225mm)

Installation Method: Rigid core

Warranty: 15 Years

Slip Resistance/Result: 

ASTM D2047 - Pass (Dry >0.8)

Dusk Oak
HC03

Thickness: 1/8” (3mm)

Wear Layer: 30 mil (0.7mm)

Bevel: Standard

Size: 36” x 6” (915mm x 152mm )

Installation Method: Gluedown

Warranty: 20 Years

Slip Resistance/Result: 

ASTM D2047 - Pass (Dry 0.92)
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Keep up to date
Follow, Like and Subscribe

Karndean Blog

HealthcareRetail

Download our Product Selector App 
designed to use at the point of 

specification and our AR App that 
lets you see how any Karndean floor 

would look in any setting.

KD4356USA  |  COMM

Online tools

Use our handy Style Finder to narrow down 
your choices, or create Moodboards of your 

favorite products, images and blog posts.  
 

Once you’ve narrowed down your choices, 
try out your favorite combinations using our 

Floorstyle design tool.

Hospitality Multifamily

Office
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