
MATERIAL SOURCE STUDIO
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN



THE BRIEF
Located in Manchester’s regenerated NOMA scheme, Material Source Studio is a design hub which provides an 

inspiring environment where designers can immerse themselves in ‘beautifully useful’ products and materials.  

The studio presents a resource library of the very best materials and furniture brands so it was key that the flooring 

offered a neutral background which would allow focus to remain on the product displays but would also itself be 

timelessly stylish.

Sector: Architecture and Design 

Client: Material Source Studio 

Designers: Darren Clanford and Michael Rogan 

Flooring contractor: Inspired Flooring Earby Ltd 

Area: 1000m2





THE CONCEPT
Looking for a flooring design that would not only complement the industrial nature 

of the building and highlight the materials on display but also offer a practical, 

hard-wearing and adaptable surface, the studio designers opted for an interesting 

blend of minimalist zones. 

Darren Clanford, co-founder of Material Source Studio, said: “When serving a 

design driven audience, it goes without saying that the interior of Material Source 

Studio needed to be aspirational. Working with products and materials from the best 

built environment brands in the business allowed us to create a versatile palette of 

dynamic, on-trend schemes. We very much took inspiration and creative direction 

from these products, keeping beauty and usability in mind throughout.”

Products used: 
Below left 
Van Gogh | Warm Brushed Oak VGW121T-RKP

Below right 
Karndean LooseLay | Quebec LG-LLT219

http://


Above 

Van Gogh | Warm Brushed Oak VGW121T-RKP 
Karndean LooseLay | Quebec LG-LLT219

http://


THE LOOK
Laid across large areas for a sense of spaciousness, 

Warm Brushed Oak from the Van Gogh multiformat 

range and Quebec from the Karndean LooseLay range 

have provided a wealth of subtle textures and detailing 

but also convenient installation and acoustic benefits.

The subtle texture and delicate flowery grain of Warm 

Brushed Oak brings a comfortable natural character 

to activity zones on the lower floor and on the staircase 

where it serves to balance the bold black balustrade. 

Installing the large sized planks (56” x 9”) in a straight 

laying pattern has emphasised the clean elegance of 

the oak design and achieved a reassuringly calm 

biophilic vibe.   

In other areas the pale creamy-grey tones of Quebec, 

inspired by a sample of light natural slate and finished 

with a polished concrete style emboss, has created a 

gentle blank canvas. The generous 1 m x 1 m tile format 

amplifies Quebec’s streamlining effect and a sense of 

spaciousness, allowing visitors to give most (but not all) of 

their attention to the interactive displays.

Darren added: “Sustainability is at the heart of Material 

Source Studio. We follow the reuse, reduce, recycle 

methodology and a part of that is selecting flooring 

products which will stand the test of time in terms of their 

durability, but also enduring style.

“We hope to positively impact every person that walks 

through our door. We can do that by providing them with 

an environment that is considered in every sense. This 

extends from the walls and the furniture to the floors, 

with all elements working harmoniously to promote a 

positive, healthy atmosphere.”

Right 
Karndean LooseLay | Quebec LG-LLT219



Above and right 
Karndean LooseLay | Quebec LG-LLT219



We have a variety of tools available to help you achieve 

the look you desire for your project:

FEELING INSPIRED

Commercial Floorstyle 

Check out our interactive room viewer, 

Floorstyle. Play around with different 

floor designs, laying patterns and design 

features using either our examples of typical 

commercial settings or upload a photo of a 

project you’re currently working on to choose 

a floor to suit.

karndean.com/commercialfloorstyle

CGI 
We invite you on a journey. An exploration. 

A chance to experience our products in an 

unparalleled way. Whether specifying for 

work, life or play, this immersive CGI tool puts 

you at the centre of a 360-degree virtual 

environment. Helping you visualise flooring in 

a real-world setting.

karndean.com/interactivejourney

Commercial brochure 
Showcasing photography spanning all sectors, 

our commercial brochure is a comprehensive 

guide to all of the products we offer.

karndean.com/commercialbrochure

51Design is an endless journey   |



Keep up to date
Follow, Like and Subscribe

Standard Van Gogh Result Karndean LooseLay Result

Size EN ISO 24342 1420 mm x 225 mm 1000 mm x 1000 mm

Thickness EN ISO 24346 6.5 mm 4.5 mm

Wear layer EN ISO 24340 0.55 mm 0.55 mm

Guarantee Light industrial
Commercial
Residential

-
15 years*
Lifetime guarantee*

15 years*
15 years*
Lifetime guarantee*

Bevelled edge Micro No

* Subject to terms. Please speak to your Commercial Specification Manager for more information.

PRODUCTS SPECIFIED
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Notifi ed body 0493
Floor coverings (internal)

EN 14041: 2004 (DOP 2020/VG/EN/02)

ISO 10874 Class 23/33/42
Manufactured to ISO 10582

Notifi ed body 0493
Floor coverings (internal)
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EN 14041: 2004 (DOP 2017/LL/EN/02)

ISO 10874 Class 23/33/42
Manufactured to ISO 10582

To view the full technical specification for each of our product ranges visit our website: 

karndean.com/commercialtechdata

Approved body 0321
Floor coverings (internal)
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BS EN 14041: 2004 (DOP 2021/UKCA/VG/01)

ISO 10874 Class 23/33/42
Manufactured to ISO 10582

Approved body 0321
Floor coverings (internal)
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BS EN 14041: 2004 (DOP 2021/UKCA/LL/01)

ISO 10874 Class 23/33/42
Manufactured to ISO 10582
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Karndean Designflooring - Commercial
Call: 0044 (0)1386 820104 

Email: commercial@karndean.co.uk

For ROI call: 01 6569887

karndean.com


